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May the Word Become Flesh – In Us!
by Fr. Mariusz Casimir Koch, CFR
St. Paul articulated clearly the meaning of Christian Splendor, “will show its authenticity and unleash all its
holiness when he said, “I live, not I, but Christ in me.” missionary force when it is carried out through the gift, not
only of the word proclaimed,
Holiness is, in fact, to rebut by the word lived.” Pope
veal Christ; to give life to
John Paul is challenging
the words of the Gospels;
us—each of us—to live in
to reflect the Divine in our
the truth of the Gospel, the
humanity: it is to allow the
truth that is Christ! He chalWord to become flesh in
lenges us to a new evangeus. Holiness makes Christ
lization of our broken and
present in our world today!
wounded culture by primarThe Church has recognized
ily calling us to personal
this holiness in our beloved
conversion.
Blessed Pope John Paul II,
thus we can say with confidence of him: “Pope John
In the heart of every Christian,
Paul II lived, not only he,
in the depths of each perFr. Stan Fortuna with his hero, “John Paul the Great.”
but Christ in him!”
son, there must always echo
this sentiment of deeper
As we prepare for the canonization of this great saint conversion, so that upon our own death we may say with St.
and his beloved predecessor Blessed John XXIII, let us Paul, “I have lived not I, but Christ in me.”
reflect on the witness he gave us in his life and writings, his
historic papacy and heroic holiness. The liturgy, the special Let us pray:
prayers, the countless biographies of his life and even the
recently crafted statues and holy cards in his honor help Blessed Pope John Paul II, pray for us to the Good Teacher,
us to remember this amazing gift God has given to us, to that we may have the courage to live the truth of the
the Church and to the whole world. However, we would Gospel in an age that denies truth; the courage to
certainly dishonor John Paul’s memory if we concentrat- proclaim the sacredness of life in a culture of death;
ed solely on celebrating his past accomplishments without the courage to defend the sanctity of marriage and
responding to the challenges, the life and teachings that this human sexuality in an age of promiscuity and self love;
the courage to follow Christ wherever he leads us,
great pontiff offers to us today.
no matter what the price and no matter how heavy the cross.
Pope John Paul II passionately loved God with his entire
being, and with that same passion cried out to the Church
and to the world asking for a radical renewal of heart
and mind. “The new evangelization,” he says in Veritatis

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Fr. Gabriel Bakkar and Fr. Emmanuel Mansford got the prize of
being the first of our friars to meet Pope Francis in person while
in Rome for some ongoing studies. It is important to read what our
Holy Father is actually saying, rather than the secular media’s spin.
(above right) The CFR presence in Ireland has gracefully and gratefully increased with our Sisters opening of St. Colette Convent in Drogheda. The
Friars and Sisters were in Limerick for the Feast of St. Francis in October.

This bearded team isn’t going to win a world series, but they belong to He who
“has overcome the world.” Heeere’s the novices! (l-r): Br. Michelangelo Best,
Br. Rufino Poster, Br. Tarsicius Capistrano, and Br. Joshua Kidd.

Fr. Felix Desilets baptized this little baby after a surgery to repair a
cleft palate. Members of a surgical brigade from the US were present
as well as Honduran staff from San Benito Jose Medical Center, where
Fr. Felix is serving.

Fr. Pio Hoffman and Br. Seamus Laracy are surrounded by volunteers at St. Benedict’s
Mission, a lunch program in Fort Worth, Texas. This little Texan outpost of four friars
is deeply grateful for the “extended family” of Lay Associates and volunteers, as are all
of our local communities.

Tic-tac-toe, three in a row from California! Our new postulants are (l-r)
Joshua Cordes, Ben Burwell, and Joseph Moreno. “Postulare” means
“to question,” and postulants usually have lots of them as they begin
our way of life.

“Praised be Jesus
Christ!” Remembering
the day I truly believed in
Jesus fills me with great
gratitude.

No, we don’t buy our habits at “Sackcloths on 5th
Avenue.” Br. Kolbe Blashock has recently taken up
tailoring for us. He shares his vocational story here.

The “Polish pilgrimage” to Doylestown, PA, is symbolic of
our call to preach the Gospel “in season and out of season”
(rain or shine). Br. Simon Dankowski, shown here, coordinated the English speaking group again this year, the 25th
anniversary of the pilgrimage.
Some people are surprised that St. Francis of Assisi wrote
more about sacristy concerns and care of the Body and
Blood of the Lord than almost anything else. Br. Vittorio
Pesce carries on this tradition of contemplative and
careful preparation for the Eucharist.

Prior to this day I was
seriously depressed from
years of debauchery
and drunkenness, full
of selfish pleasures. I
lived to party. This only
left me empty. Interiorly
I was alone, afraid of my
thoughts, anxious about
the unknown. Where did
I come from? What is my
purpose in life? Why do I
feel so very alone? Why
is there death and where
do I go after death? “I
want that peace again” this was the prayer of my
broken heart.

Then Jesus came with
great mercy, so gentle
and kind was His voice. He came on my lunch break during work! As I read
about the Passion of Christ, those words struck deep within my soul. I knew
at that moment who Jesus was. I thought, “I crucified him with my sins, and
yet He loves me?” I knew He was inviting me to follow him. As I began my
journey to Christ I realized that life makes no sense without him.
It was a very difficult struggle to break free from the world. Bad habits are
hard to break. In 2005 I entered the Catholic Church, with my older brother Mikey. It was the first church I thought of entering because of the good
witness of my nanna and pappy going to Mass every Sunday. But I struggled
with the question; why are there so many Christian churches? I began looking
at the history of the Church, and watched EWTN’s Journey Home. I began to
learn about Apostolic succession, the Bread of Life, and Confession, as well
as our Blessed Mother and her holy rosary, scapular, and miraculous medal.
This path led me on my way to a deeper, more intimate life with Jesus Christ
as a consecrated religious. The Missionaries of Charity sisters helped me to
discover a possible religious vocation; seeing them in their habit opened up
questions about their life. After reading Omer Englebert’s biography of St.
Francis, I heard Jesus’ invitation to give myself completely in poverty, chastity,
and holy obedience. I thought it would be impossible to become a brother,
considering the life I lived, but many good friends encouraged me along the
way. Shortly afterward I went to the Catholic Underground in Pennsylvania
and I met the CFR’s.
So here I am, in my second year of temporary vows living in the Bronx serving
the poor at our St. Padre Pio Shelter. Also as the community tailor, I’m “developing good habits” for those who answer the call of Christ to give up the bad
habits of the world, to live a life worth living.
God can do a lot with very little. In fact he can make something out of nothing;
because he is Almighty God.
And he who was sitting on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new!”
And he said, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the
end. To him who thirsts I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely. He
who overcomes shall possess these things, and I will be his God, and he shall
be my son” (Rev 21:5-7).

(Kindly call between 9 AM - 5 PM and 7 PM - 9 PM)

Convento San Antonio
011-505-2-772-2757
Apartado 283
Matagalpa, Matagalpa
Nicaragua, CA

The Friar’s Sack

Convento San Serafin
011-504-2-772-7998
Colonia Francisco Morazan
Apartado 331
Comayagua, Honduras, CA

Our Friars are grateful for all of the ways our Heavenly Father
provides for us through so many generous people.

Our Lady of the Angels Friary
718-993-3405
427 East 155 Street
Bronx, NY 10455
Sacred Heart of Jesus Friary
817-332-2435
1003 E. Terrell Avenue
Fort Worth, TX 76104
St. Columba Friary
011-44-287-126-0390
6 Victoria Place
Derry BT48 6TM
Northern Ireland
St. Crispin Friary
718-665-2441
420 East 156 Street
Bronx, NY 10455
St. Felix Friary
914-476-7279
15 Trinity Plaza
Yonkers, NY 10701
St. Fidelis Friary
011-44-207-474-0766
Killip Close
London, E161LX, England
St. Leopold Friary
914-965-8143
259 Nepperhan Avenue
Yonkers, NY 10701
St. Michael Friary
973-345-7082
190 Butler Street
Paterson, NJ 07524

CFR Friaries

St. Patrick Friary
011-353-61-458-071
64 Delmege Park
Moyross, Limerick City, Ireland
St. Pio Friary
011-44-1274-721-989
Sedgefield Terrace
Westgate, Bradford, BD12RU
England
San Juan Diego Friary
505-900-3001
404 San Mateo Blvd., NE
Albuquerque, NM 87108
Are you interested in participating
in our prayer and work as a lay
associate? Contact a friary near
you for more information.

Significant costs of health insurance and seminary tuitions require a lot of help, so we are not ashamed to beg for assistance,
as St. Francis and even the Lord Jesus Himself relied on others
in this way.
We also are in need of used cars to get us around. If you or
anyone you know is ready to pass along a car that still has a little life left in it, please contact
any friary near you.
Donations for the Friars may be made out to “Franciscan Friars of the Renewal” and
donations for the poor whom we serve at our shelters, soup kitchens, medical clinics, etc.
may be made out to “Franciscan Renewal Ministries.” Please send them to the Community
Office at PO Box 912, Bronx, NY 10455-0912.
Donations are also gratefully received online through Paypal. See our website,
francicanfriars.com for more info. Thank you for your help and your prayers. We remember
our benefactors daily in prayer.
Family, Food
and the Friars:

Let the Friars and Sisters of the Renewal help you grow
in faith this year by following weekly postings on the
Revive Faith website and YoFoReal site (for teens).
Links may be found there to similarly helpful sites.

Friars’ Books & Music
Fr. Benedict Groeschel, CFR
franciscanfriars.com/media/store

(other correspondence for Fr. Benedict
may be sent to the CFR Office in the
Bronx.)

Fr. Andrew Apostoli, CFR
Delight of All Saints

PO Box 111825, Naples, FL 34108
239-390-2435
franciscanfriars.com

Fr. Stan Fortuna, CFR
Francesco Productions

718-401-7349
francescoproductions.com

A Beginner’s Guide to
Italian Cooking

Gino Barbaro guides you
through preparing fresh
Italian cuisine, with a
special chapter on the Thanksgiving feast he and
his family prepare with the Franciscan Friars
of the Renewal for their neighborhood. Twenty
percent of all profits from this book will go to the
friars to help combat poverty and hunger.
Available at www.ginostrattoria.com and on
Amazon
For information of the Franciscan
Sisters of the Renewal, contact:
Sr. Lucille Cutrone, CFR
Convent of San Damiano
1661 Haight Ave., Bronx, NY 10461
718-829-9466
Vocations Hotline: 718-828-4104
www.franciscansisterscfr.com

For Vocational Interest:

To Send Donations:

Community Servant (Superior)

Fr. John Paul Ouellette, CFR
St. Joseph Friary
vocation line: 212-281-4355
friary: 212-234-9089
523 West 142 Street
New York, NY 10031

Br. John Joseph Brice, CFR
CFR Office
718-402-8255
PO Box 912
Bronx, NY 10455-0912

Fr. Mariusz Koch, CFR
Most Blessed Sacrament Friary
973-622-6622
375 - 13th Avenue
Newark, NJ 07103

For more info about the life and apostolates of the friars, and upcoming CFR events,
see our website:
www.franciscanfriars.com

