
Convento San Antonio 
011-505-2-772-2757 
Apartado 283 
Matagalpa, Matagalpa 
Nicaragua, CA

Convento San Serafin 
011-504-2-772-7998 
Colonia Francisco Morazan 
Apartado 331 
Comayagua, Honduras, CA

Most Blessed Sacrament Friary 
973-622-6622 
375 - 13th Avenue 
Newark, NJ 07103

Our Lady of the Angels Friary 
718-993-3405 
427 East 155th Street 
Bronx, NY 10455

St. Columba Friary 
011-44-2871-419-980 
Fairview Road 
Derry BT48 8NU 
Northern Ireland

St. Crispin Friary 
718-665-2441 
420 East 156th Street 
Bronx, NY 10455

St. Fidelis Friary 
011-44-20-7474-0766 
Killip Close 
London, E161LX, England

St. Joseph Friary 
212-234-9089 
523 West 142nd Street 
New York, NY 10031

St. Leopold Friary 
914-965-8143 
259 Nepperhan Avenue 
Yonkers, NY 10701

St. Mary of the Assumption Friary 
914-963-0250 
180 South Street 
Newburgh, NY 12550

St. Michael Friary 
973-345-7082 
190 Butler Street 
Paterson, NJ 07524

St. Patrick Friary 
011-353-61-458-071 
64 Delmege Park 
Moyross, Limerick City, Ireland

St. Pio Friary 
011-44-1274-721-989 
Sedgefield Terrace 
Westgate, Bradford, BD12RU 
England

San Juan Diego Friary 
505-990-3001 
404 San Mateo Blvd., NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87108

www.franciscanfriars.com

For Vocational Interest:

Fr. Emmanuel Mansford, CFR
St. Joseph Friary
vocation line: 212-281-4355
523 W. 142nd Street 
New York, NY 10031

To Send Donations:

Br. John Joseph Brice, CFR
CFR Office
718-402-8255
PO Box 912
Bronx, NY 10455-0912

Community Servant (Superior)

Fr. John Paul Ouellette, CFR
CFR Office
347-374-5112
421 East 155th Street
Bronx, NY 10455
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Are you interested in partici-
pating in our prayer and work 
as a lay associate? Contact 
a friary near you for more 
information.

The Friar’s Sack
Dear Friends,

We are very grateful for your generous response to our previous newsletter.  
We sincerely appreciate your prayers, your volunteering in our works with 
the poor, and your donations. 

This April, we gave thanks to God for our thirty-two years of serving the 
poor and proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Fr. Benedict Joseph Groeschel, CFR, one of our  
8 founders, always said that the growth of our community was truly a “work of God”.  We now 
number 130 friars. Thanks be to God!

Like Saint Francis of Assisi and the early Franciscans, we depend on the generosity of our benefac-
tors for all our needs and the needs of the poor whom we serve.  

When sending your donations, if they are for the needs of our Community; such as: education, 
health insurance, food, etc., please make the check out to:
FRANCISCAN FRIARS OF THE RENEWAL.

If you send a donation for our work with the poor please make the checks payable to:      
FRANCISCAN RENEWAL MINISTRIES.

We are now in need of the following items:

• Used cars:  We can accept cars that are three years or 
older, have reasonable life still in them, and are not 
luxury models like Mercedes or Lexus.

Please contact a friary near you for particular needs.

May the Lord give you His peace!

Your brother in Christ and Saint Francis, 

Br. John Joseph Brice, CFR
General Almoner 
(An Almoner is a friar who begs for the Community’s 
needs and for the poor.)

For information on the Franciscan 
Sisters of the Renewal, contact:

Mother Clare Matthiass, CFR 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Convent 
3537 Bainbridge Ave., Bronx, NY 10467

For books and music by the friars, including  
 

Fr. Benedict Groeschel, Fr. Andrew Apostoli, 
Fr. Stan Fortuna, Fr. Solanus Benfatti,  

Fr. Jeremiah Shryock, Br. Isaiah Hofmann, 
& Fr. Tansi Ibisi 

 
as well as Catholic Underground music, visit 

our website: franciscanfriars.com.

Franciscan Friars of the Renewal

On the first Saturday of Lent, some seventy 
Catholics attended Mass at Old St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral, in lower Manhattan. We began a 
rosary procession as a fitting kick-off to the 
beginning of 40 Days for Life when we were 
unexpectedly confronted by thirty or more 
angry women and men chanting just outside 
the church gates. Crying disruptive slogans 
and profanities, and blocking our way wher-
ever they could, they turned our procession to 
Planned Parenthood into a weaving obstacle 
course. They hoped to provoke violent reac-
tions, but they met only with a firm but peace-
ful public witness: Christians offering prayers, 
a quieter but far more effective work. 

Nevertheless, I must say I was unsettled. A par-
ticularly fuming woman, intentionally standing 
inches from my face, shouted, “Stop harassing 
women!” incessantly for about 35 minutes. My 
interior response was: “Lord, help this wom-
an; help me not to react!” I was determined to 
love, but it was a true battle that day. One of the 
sidewalk counselors, a retired police officer, de-
scribed how the abortion advocates shadowed 
him and his wife as they reached out to preg-
nant mothers. One protester tried to keep him 
from speaking with a mother. His reply (with a 
strong New York accent): “Lady, the Church has 
saints who were martyred because they wouldn’t 
give up on Christ. We’re not going anywhere.” 
The woman’s face betrayed her exasperation, 
and she sighed audibly. We all felt a mix of ex-
haustion and exhilaration as we returned to 
Old St. Patrick’s for Benediction.

We are not intimidated, but the debate over 
life issues is rising to a boiling point. Sr. Lucia 
dos Santos, one of the seers of Fatima, wrote, 
“A time will come when the decisive battle be-
tween the kingdom of Christ and Satan will be 
over marriage and the family. And those who 
will work for the good of the family will experi-
ence persecution and tribulation. But do not be 
afraid, because Our Lady has already crushed 
his head.” She referred to the battle we are wit-
nessing today, the battle to defend marriage, 

the family, and the sanctity of human life from 
the moment of conception. The Franciscan 
Friars of the Renewal consciously chose to take 
up our part in this battle. Indeed, our CFR Con-
stitutions clearly state: “the friars’ public and 
prayerful witness to the sanctity of human life 
from conception to natural death is an essential 

part of their work of evangelization and care of 
the poor.”

We give this public witness to the sanctity of 
human life in many ways. In the US, England 
and Ireland, we put into practice what we 
have learned from the powerful teaching and 
example of Msgr. Philip Reilly, the founder of 
the Helpers of God’s Precious Infants: that the 
public praying of the Holy Rosary at abortion 
centers with the loving offer of assistance to 
abortion-minded mothers is the most effec-
tive means of saving these mothers and their 
children from the devastating consequences 

of abortion. Thanks to the grace of God, the 
efforts of numerous sidewalk counselors, and 
collaboration with the Sisters of Life, we have 
been blessed to witness many mothers turn 
away from abortion and choose life.

Our constitutions further state: “the friars do 
not hesitate to participate in acts of conscien-
tious objection to actions that attack the invi-
olability of human life and seek to break the 
common bond of human solidarity.” These 
self-sacrificial acts have found a new expres-
sion in another initiative we support: Red Rose 
Rescue, because every person deserves to be 
shown love in their final moments of life even 
if death is inevitable. 

Due to the urgent need of hope and healing for 
those affected by abortion, many of the friars 
are engaged in proclaiming God’s inexhaust-
ible offer of mercy through various types of 
post-abortion ministry. We also actively sup-
port Good Counsel Homes (founded in 1985 by 
Chris Bell and Fr. Benedict Groeschel, CFR), 
which serves homeless, new, and expectant 
mothers and their children, who so often lack 
the support, encouragement, and practical help 
they need in a time of crisis. 

On the Second Sunday of Easter, I along with 
five Franciscan Sisters of the Renewal, three 
expectant women, four new mothers, and a 
number of small children, celebrated Mass in 
the Bronx Good Counsel Home’s chapel. The 
exuberance, joyful chatter, giggles and smiles of 
the children and mothers during the enjoyable 
brunch that followed, refreshed and encour-
aged me. We need only witness such priceless 
moments, and our wills would be fortified to 
press forward in this battle to defend life, mar-
riage and family; a battle that will ultimately be 
won by the grace of God and the intercession 
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. I encourage 
you to join us in whatever way God is calling 
you–by praying the Rosary at abortion facili-
ties, supporting pregnancy help centers, and 
visiting homes for expectant mothers. 

Issue 59, Summer 2019
Our Mission in the Battle

By Fr. John Paul Ouellette, CFR

Fr. John Paul praying the rosary across the street 
from Planned Parenthood as a part of the first 

Saturday Witness for Life and being aggressively 
confronted by pro-abortion protestors who hold 
signs and hurl insults at the group as they pray.

Preaching requests: 718-863-8040 
Vocation line: 718-828-4104

www.franciscansisterscfr.com



In his Letter to Artists, Pope St. John Paul II writes, “Not all 
are called to be artists in the specific sense of the term. Yet, as 
Genesis has it, all men and women are entrusted with the task 
of crafting their own life: in a certain sense, they are to make of 
it a work of art, a masterpiece.” Br. Seán Paul uses his art, mu-
sic, to magnify the goodness and beauty of the Lord, but with-
out extinguishing the spirit of prayer because we know that 
nothing releases truth, goodness, and beauty into the world 
more persuasively than a Transfigured life - the masterpiece of 
a religious life well-lived.

Many friars, sisters, and family members of Fr. Andrew were 
present as Fr. Andrew’s mortal remains were transferred to 
their permanent place of burial.  What a good Father he was 
to so many of us.  Fr. Andrew, your example inspires us, may 
your prayers carry us. 

(l) After years of formation and discern-
ment, Br. Michelangelo and Br. Rufino 
professed their final vows “to Our Father 
in Heaven to live all the days of my life in 
obedience, in poverty, and in chastity.”

The friars serving in England and Ireland reunite to celebrate the Resurrection of 
the Lord. Christ is Risen!  Christ is Victor!

“Walking in community, with friends, with those who love us: 
this helps us, it helps us to arrive precisely at the destination 
where we must arrive.” – Pope Francis.  (Photo: Brothers ex-
ploring the beautiful Irish countryside.)

(r) Brothers Francisco, Matthew, Paschal, 
and Peter professed their first vows!  God 
has called and they have responded!  Join us 
in continuing to pray for our young broth-
ers as they give themselves wholeheartedly 
to loving the Most High God and observing 
the Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ.

We have eight new postulants in New York (and a new Postulant Director)!  From 
l-r: Fr. Innocent, David Benkner, Nelson Armas Gonzalez, Tim Fasano, Ben Vina, 
Simon Vittitow, Stephen Thomas, Josh Weakley, and Justin Ruiz.

Fr. Francis 
Mary invests 
Br. Daniel 
in the Holy 
Habit of St. 
Francis, be-
ginning his 
n o v i t i a t e .  
He’ll be 
spending this 
year of more 
i n t e n s i v e  
prayer, study, and Franciscan formation with his nov-
ice brothers: Br. José, Br. Jan, Br. Seán Paul, Br. Jonathan,  
Br. Faustino, and Br. Raphael.

(l) The first Uber.  Br. Rufino 
gets a ride around town after 
the Palm Sunday procession 
in Comayagua, Honduras.

Br. John David, Br. Ignatius, and Br. Lawrence with some of the 
youth from St. Francis Youth Center at the March for Life.  It 
gives us great hope to see the youth so passionately give them-
selves to the Pro-Life movement.

(r) After three years of inten-
sive discernment, Fr. Juniper 
chose to make final vows as 
a member of the Franciscan 
Friars of the Renewal.  Deo 
gratias!

Like many people in this world, my first experi-
ences in this life were shrouded in darkness. 

From an early age I was diagnosed with 
a crippling disease in my hip bones that 
required me to wear leg braces for over two 
years. My future ability to walk and live a 
“normal” life was uncertain. Although I 
had heard of the love of God in Catholic 
school, my conceived experience of God 

was abandonment, rejection, and feeling 
unloved by Him. I could not understand 

why a God who “loved” me so much would let 
me suffer so terribly at such a young age. This 

misunderstanding of God led me to reject him and 
continue down a dark path without having God in my life. Never-
theless, I always believed He existed.

Facing the challenges of my teenage years without a relationship 
with God proved to be a disaster. I was kicked out of every school 
I attended until they would not let me back into High School. This 
led to me dropping out of school and becoming incarcerated three 
separate times. Needless to say, things could not have gotten any 
darker so I decided to turn to God. In essence, I realized I could no 
longer blame my friends, family, or God for my difficulties. I was 
the only one to blame! This prodigal son recognition of my sinful-
ness led me to pray and repent for the first time in my life. I call the 
encounter I had my “annunciation” experience. I found myself alone 
in a dark damp jail cell at age 17. I was facing eight years in pris-
on and realized it would be physically, emotionally and spiritually 
impossible for me to do this time on the inside without God’s help. 
In a moment of grace (probably through my mother’s prayers) I fell 
to my knees and tried to pray. I could not remember or complete 
any prayer I had learned in Catholic School, so I just prayed from 
the heart. I said with all my heart and soul just three simple words: 
“Jesus, help me!” Before these words even left my mouth, the prayer 
was answered.  In a nutshell, let’s just say that Jesus showed up! From 
this moment on I was convicted and assured of three things of which 
nobody could convince me otherwise. I knew that God was real, that 
He loved ME, and that He had plans for my life.

This encounter with the Love of God lead me to earnestly seek to 
follow Him and discover the fullness of my Catholic faith. God’s 
plans for my life have not been without continued challenges, but 
knowing that I am deeply loved by God as His son has made it 
possible and worth it.  Eventually I went on pilgrimage to Medju-
gorje and discovered my priestly vocation.  Moreover, my encoun-
ters with the Holy Spirit within the Charismatic Renewal have also 
empowered me with the courage and faith to say yes to my vocation.  
Despite many continued health challenges, I could not be happier 
as a Franciscan Priest. Being celibate and suffering for the sake of 
the Kingdom of God is my perfect joy! To Him be the praise, honor, 
glory, and kingship!

In Christ Jesus,
Fr. Roch Mary Greiner, CFR


